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the rest. The plates need not exceed in size the pencil of 
rays, and may be very small. 

" If this succeed, we might gain great advantages by thus 
mapping the stars and nebulas, and examining their state at 
our leisure, in our study, and being able to take advantage 
of what every practical astronomer knows to occur so seldom 
in our climate, namely, a state of the atmosphere favourable 
for delicate observation. 

" To try it, some easily divided star, such as £ Ursae, 
might be first used, and, if the plate registered it as a double 
star, we might then proceed to other more difficult objects." 
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